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And the Lord ſaid, Go out quick!y into 
the Highways and Hedges, and 
compel them to come in, that my 
Houſe may be filled. 


H E Words are Part of a 
very ſignificant and inſtru- 
ive Parable of our Bleſſed 
Saviour; wherein, under 
the Metaphor of 4 great 
| Feaſt, or lane, he repre- 
ſents the high Favour, and ineſtimable 
Privileges of the Goſpel-Diſpenſation. 
The firſt Offers of this were, in a ſpecial 
and diſtinguiſhing Manner, made to the 
Jeus; who, as the peculiar People of 


God, were the Gueſls primarily intended 


for a Participation of thoſe Benefits: 
| 1 But, 
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But, upon their wilful rejecting and de- 
ſpiſing that eminent Favour (expreſs'd by 
the Variety of frivolous Excuſes in the 
18th, 19th, and 2oth Verſes) the gra- 
cious Commiſſion was transfer'd to the 
Gentile World; who are deſcribed by the 
poor, infirm, and helpleſs Sorr of Peo- 
ple, which frequented the Streets and 
Lanes of the City, and even the High- 
ways and Hedges; i. e. ſuch Perſons as 
the proud Fews, who valued theinſelves 
upon their Lineage and high Privileges, 
held in great Contempt, and looked upon 
as unworthy of the Divine Notice, or 
Regard. + Theſe Objects of Compaſſion, 
the ſpecial Meſſengers are ordered by 
the great Maſter of the Feaſt, to in- 
vite, perſuade, and even conſtrain to 
come in; that the vacant Seats in their 
bountiful Maſter's Houſe might be filled 
up. It is, as if he had ſaid, © Since the 
« firſt intended Gueſts have unworthily 
« {lighted my kind and gracious Invita- 
« tion, apply your felves to thoſe of a 
« meaner Rank, whoſe Condition, and 
« humbler Minds, will leave no Room 
« for a Refuſal ; and be importunately 
« earneſt with them to come in, with a 
ready and willing Diſpoſition, that 
e they may worthily partake of the 
 * Kindneſs which J intend them. 
ER LM WOE | St. 
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St. Matthew has put this Senſe of the 
Parable in ſo clear a Light, that it leaves 
no Room for Controverſy. G ye tbere- 
fore into the Highways, and as many as 
ye ſhall find, xaNiox'e, i. e. call or invite 
to the Marriage. | 

I ſhall not ſpend Time in reciting the 
Senſe of the ancient Fathers, ſuch as 
Juſtin Martyr, Lactantius, and Tertul- 
lian, upon this Text; nor the later Com- 
mentaries of Piſcator, Grotius, and Others: 
But ſhall only obſerve their joint Agree- 
ment, that the Compulſion here men- 
tioned does in no wiſe extend to any Kind 
of outward Force; nor to the inflicting, 
or ſo much as threatning of tempotal 
Puniſhments; and that it amounts to no 
more than plain and perſuaſive Res ſon- 
ing, inforc'd with an importunate Ear- 
neſtneſs. Tertullian, in particular, lays 
it down for a Maxim, That it is not 
« in the Nature of the Chriſtian Reli- 
« gion to compel any One to the Pro- 
« feſſion of it by Force or Violence” : 
And he might have added, That it is not 
in the Nature of Man to be ſo wrought 
upon; for Religion, if it be any Thing 
more than an empty Name, mutt be the 


Reſult of the free Choice and Aſſent of 


Matt. xxii. 9. 


the 
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the Mind. The ſame original Word, 


aveyxeZw, is uſed by St. Paul in that 


ſharp Rebuke to St. Peter, for his 
ſhameful 'Prevarication, in compelling 


the Gentile Converts to conform them 
Tl Ta EO 


ſelves ro Fewi/h Cuſtoms, 
arzyxzCus iaigev; which certainly 
could be no otherwiſe than by Perſua- 


fon, and by his own Example. Beſide, 


it is evident from the Metaphor of a 


Banquet, which our Saviour makes uſe 
of to repreſent the Freeneſs of the Evan- 
gelical Doctrine and Promiſes, that none 


are, or can be driven to it by Violence; 
but that they are only wrought upon to 


imbrace it by Perſuaſion and rational 


Conviction. And, as the Scope of the 


Parable relates to the Calling of the Gen- 


tiles into the one Fold, or Church of Chriſt, 


it eminently denotes that wonderful Suc- 


ceſs of the Apoſtles, and other firſt Plan- 


ters of the Chriſtian Faith and Doctrine, 
by the mere Force of their plain and in- 
vincible Reaſoning ; by their patherical 
Exhortation and Perſuaſion, accompa- 


nied with the ſpecial Influence of the 
Holy Spirit; by the extraordinary Mi- 
racles which they performed; by the 


Purity of their Lives, and by their own. 


perſonal Sufferings. 
d Gal. I, 14. 


But, 


__ 
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But, becauſe this Paſſage in our Savi-. 
our's Parable has been very unwarrant- 
ably ſtrained and perverted, by the Ad- 
vocates for Perſecution, to juſtify exter- 
nal Penalties towards the Perſons or Pro- 
perties of their Fellow-Chriſtians, mere- 
ly . * the Account of ſome Differences 
in their religious Sentiments; I ſhall lay 
dawn theſe three Propoſitions, as agree- 
able to the Scope of this controverted 
Text; and then indeavour to vindicate 
them againſt all reaſonable Objection. 


I. That, in Matters of Religion, every 
Man, having faithfully uſed the beſt 
Means of Knowledge he is capable of, 


is obliged to follow the clear Dictates 
of his own Conſcience. 

II. That no Man has, or can claim a 
Rigbt to govern the Conſcience of ano- 
ther Perſan. | 

III. That no Pretence of Zeal for God, 
or for the Honour and Intereſt of Re- 
ligion, can juſtify any Methods de- 
ftrufive to the Lives or Liberties of 
Mankind, for Matters purely rela- 
ting to Faith and Conſcience. 


As to che firſt of theſe Propoſitions: | 
God having originally imprinted on 
the human Soul that liyely Reſemblance 
| of 
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of his own infinite Perfe&ions, which 
we call Reaſon or Conſcience, to be 
a powerful Motive to the Love and 
Practice of moral Virtue, and a ſafe 
Guide both in the Way of Duty and of 
Happineſs; it 1s indiſpenſably required 
of every One that, with Faithfulneſs 
and Sincerity, he indeavour to conform 
his Life and Actions to the pure and 
genuine Dictates of it. And, ſo far as 
he truly follows the Guidance of this na- 
tural Light, which Solomon calls the 
Candle of. the Lord, it will not only lead 
him to the true Knowledge and Diſtin- 
ctions of moral Good and Evil, but will 
impart to him a ſufficient Power to 
_ chooſe the one, and avoid the other. 
For the proper Tendency of that pure 
and original Law of Nature, when it re- 
tains its due Government of the ſenſitive 
Appetites and irregular Paſſions, is to 
excite, in every thinking and intelligent 
Mind, a becoming Fear, Love, and Re- 
verence of God, as the higheſt Good ; 
and a conſtant Exerciſe of univerſal 
Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs and Truth, to- 
gether with thoſe religious Acts of Ado- 
ration and Praiſe, which are agreeable to 
his holy Nature and Will. In this right 
Uſe of its native Powers and Liberty, 
the Soul will be abundantly 2 
0 
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of its own eternal Duration in a future 
State, to receive an everlaſting Reward, 
ſuitable to its Choice and Conduct, 
whilſt acting in the bodily Organs. 
Therefore this will further lead to high 
and noble Aſpirations after divine Wit- 
dom and Knowledge, and to frequent 
and delightful Contemplations on the on- 
ly perfect, moſt glorious, and infinite 
Being, the immenſe Fountain of Life, 
Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Love; who is 
every Way ſufficient to fill and ſatisfy its 
moſt inlarged Deſires. Such is that di- 
vine Monitor which God has graciouſly 
vouchſafed to plant in the Breaſts of 
Mankind: So. that none are, or ever 
were, left by him, under an abſolute or 
invincible Neceſſity of being eternally 
miſerable; but they would, or might 
de happy, in the right Uſe of that Li- 
berty, and of thoſe natural Powers, 
wherewith he, who is infinitely wiſe 
and juſt, and whoſe tender Mercies are 
| over all his Works, has bountifully in- 
truſted them. Bur; inaſmuch as the 
_ Generality of Mankind are prone to 
diſregard thoſe internal Notices of Good 
and Evil, and to gratify their ſenſual Ap- 
petites, by chooſing the ſmooth and 
tempting Way which leads to Death and 
eternal Miſery; God, who is abundant 

a * 3 | in 
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in Mercy and Goodneſs, has farther 
vouchſafed to afford them the extraordi- 
nary Advantage of a written Revelation 
of his Bleſſed Will; wherein the Reli- 
gion of Nature, and the merciful Terms 
of Acceptance with him, are placed in 
a much clearer Light; and the Duties 
which he has required, together with 
the divine Aids in the Performance of 
them, and the glorious Reward annex'd 
to chem, are aſcertained in the plaineſt 
and ſtrongeſt Manner that a reaſonable 
Mind could deſire. Therefore, the Du- 
ty and Obligations of every Perſon, who 
injoys the invaluable Benefit of this Re- 
velation, are proportionably heightened 
thereby: So that they are ſtrictly obliged 
to conform their Minds and Actions to 
it; and, with all Humility and Thank- 
fulneſs, to perform both the moral Pre- 
cepts, and the peculiar or initicuted Du- 
ties therein required. But for any One, 
who has injoyed this great and higheſt 
Blethng of Heaven, wherein the exceed- 
ing Riches of divine Grace are eminent- 
ly diſplayed, to flight and contemn it, 
by preferring the dim Light of Nature, 
which, at beſt, can diſcover no adequate 
Means for obtaining Pardon and Recon- 
ciliation with God; is a Sin of ſo high 
a Nature, that it will admit of no Pal- 
liation 
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liation or Excuſe : But he will inevitably 
fall under that diſtinguiſhing Condemna- 
tion denounced by our Saviour againſt 
the unbelieving Fews; that, when an 
infinicely ſuperior Light was come into 
the World, and graciouſly offered to 
them, they wilfully rejected it, and choſe 
Darkneſs rather than Light, leſt their 
evil Deeds ſhould be reproved. So that, 
whilſt the more ignorant Heathen World 
ſhall be judged only by the Law of Na- 
ture, written in the Heart, the unbelie- 
ving, impenitent, and immoral Chriſtian, 
will be finally judged to a much feverer 
Puniſhment by the ſame Goſpel which 
he has unworthily ſer at nought and de- 
ſpiſed. Nevertheleſs, in this moſt per- 
fect Syſtem of divine Knowledge, Faith 
and Obedience, manifeſted to the World 
by Jeſus Chriſt, Men are fo far from be- 
ing debarred the free Exerciſe of their 
own Reaſon, that they are ſtrictly re- 
quired to conſider, examine, and judge 
of the Truth, Reaſonableneſs and Ob- 
ligations, both of the Doctrines and Du- 
ties themſelves, and of the Evidences of 
that Authority by which they ate injoin- 
ed; that their own clear Conviction, 
and unbiaſſed Judgment, may be a ſure 


Guide to them in imbracing a Doctrine 


of ſuch infinite Importance: For, as 
B 2 | every 
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every One will be ſaved by his own Faith 
and Obedience, and not by the mere 
Dictates of other Men; it is abſolutely 
neceſſary that he be acted and influen- 
ced therein, by ſound and well- examined 
Principles in himſelf, inſtead of being 
ſolely or chiefly governed by an implicit 
Truſt to the Opinions or Sentiments of 
others; tho' they may be never ſo de- 
ſervedly eſteemed wiſe, learned and ju- 
dicious. Theſe are excellently uſeful in 
their proper Place; yet, without a care- 
ful and impartial Examination, they 
cannot be to others ſuch a ſure Ground 
of Dependence as will juſtify their Con- 
duct before God; who will require from 
every individual Perſon an Improvement 
of the various Talents e to 
them. | 


'I * now to conſider the ſecond 


Propoſition, viz. 
That no Man has, or can claim 4 


KRigbt to govern 15 e of another 
| Perſon. f 


This will appear a ſelf-evident Truth 
to every One who duly conſiders the Na- 
ture and Capacity of Mankind. As God 
has made them rational and accountable 
Beings; fo he has implanted in them an 
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inſeparable Deſire of Happineſs: And, 
in order to the Attainment of chis End, 
he has given them that firſt and univer- 
ſal Law, an inherent Principle of Con- 
ſcience, for the true Choice and orderly 
Government of their Actions; both re- 
ſpecting their immediate Duty towards 
him, and their relative Duty towards 
each other, So far as they knowingly 
ſwerve from this ſtrait Rule, in either 
of thoſe Reſpects, the ſame inherent 
Witneſs, and faithful Recorder of their 
moſt ſecret, as well as overt Acts, will 
convince them that they offend the Al- 
mighty and Omniſcient Being, and are 
juſtly liable co the Puniſhment which he 
has threatned. Therefore no Man, who 
duly regards his own Happineſs, can 
ſubmit himſelf blindly to the Dictates 
or Compulſion of another Perſon, in 
acting contrary to this fundamental 
Rule of Righteouſneſs, unleſs he could 
change his own Nature. And even in 
Reſpect of that gracious and ſupernatu- 
ral Revelation of the divine Will, which 
God has made to Mankind for their ſafer 
Guidance to eternal Bleſſedneſs; this 
ſettled and invariable Principle of Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience, ſtill retains its Force; 
ſo that every One is ſtrictly obliged to 
& according to it, both in receiving and 
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obeying that heavenly Doctrine. For, 
whatſoever is done, in Matters of Religi- 


on, contrary to the Light of the Mind or 
Conſcience, cannot properly be called an . 


human AR; and conſequently, is ſo far 


from being acceptable to God, that the 
Apoſtle, St. Paul, has declared it to be 
finful. And, there is juſt Reaſon to be- 
lieve, that the God of Mercy, who per- 
fectly knows our Weakneſs and Igno- 
rance, will graciouſly accept of ſincere 
and faithful Obedience to his revealed 
Will, according to the Meaſure of our 
Knowledge; and vouchſafe to pardon 
the Errors of the Underſtanding, much 
ſooner than thoſe of the Will. Such 


blind Zealofs in Religion, as ſeek to 


juſtify a perſecuting Spirit from their 
own perverted Senſe of this Paſſage in 
our Saviour's Parable, and indeavour to 
drive Multitudes into an outward Con- 
formity to what they are pleaſed to call 
the only true Catholic Church, againſt 
the Light and Conviction of their own 
Conſciences, by Threatnings, corporal 
Puniſhments, or any other Terrors of 
this World; ſuch fiery and miſguided 
Perſons, I fay, would do well to con- 
der, that, though they may prevail 
upon the Weaknefs and Fears of many, 
ſo far as to make them Hypocrites ; 9 
1 a 
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all the Inguiſitions upon Earth, all the 
Dragooning and Plundering, or any 
other violent Methods uſed to that End, 
never made one true Convert, nor ever 
will do, whilſt the World ſtands. And 
the Reaſon is very ſtrong; becauſe Con- 
ſcience 1s a divine Principle, deeply im- 
preſſed on the Minds of Men; which, 
tho' it may be ſometimes overawed, 
through Fear of temporal Puniſhmenr, 
and the Prevalence of human Frailty, 
never can be forced to a fincere and rati- 
onal Compliance with any Thing that is 
contrary to its genuine Dictates, and clear 
Convictions. Beſide, ſuch fierce Bigots 
ought farther to conſider, how diametri- 
cally oppoſite their Sentiments and Pra- 
ice are to the gentle, peaceable, and re- 
conciling Doctrine of the Goſpel, and to 
the Example of its bleſſed Author; who 
ſharply rebuked the ſame fiery Diſpoſition 
in two of his own Diſciples, upon ſome 
Appearances of Indignity offered by a 
Samaritan Village; and has plainly 
taught us, by his Parable of the Tares 
ſoun among the good Seed, that mere Dif- 
ferences in Opinion, and Errors in Judg- 
ment, which are chiefly Speculative, or 
ſuch as influence only the inward Acts 
of the Mind, without any Danger either 
to Religion or the Civil State, do not pro- 


perly 
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perly fall within the forcible Reſtraint of 
any human Authority: But, if fair Rea- 
ſoning, and perſuaſive Arguments, prove 
inſufficient for their Extirpation, they 
are to be left to his own righteous and 
unerring Deciſion in the general Harveſt 


, at the laſt Day. But, when the Prin- 
' Ciples of Men, profeſſing Chriſtianuy, 1 
| | and their Zeal for propagating them, are | 
FJ! fuch as manifeſtly rend to ſubvert the 
| very Foundations of Religion, and to 


4 deſtroy the Peace and Oeconomy of the 
"0 Church; the ſpiritual Miniſters of 
Chriſt's Kingdom are not only com- 
miſſioned, but required to take ſpecial 
Cognizance of it; not by inflicting tem- 
poral Puniſhment, but by denouncing 
the more dreadful Terrors of another 
World; to reduce them, if poſſible, to 
a better Mind, and to ſave them, not by 
a Deſtruction with Fire, but as Brands 
plucked out of it. Neither does the Chri- 
ſtian Religion forbid only external Force 
upon the Conſciences of Men, but like- 4 
wiſe all uncharitable Provocations, and N 
hard Cenſures, merely upon the Account 
of Differences in Opinion; whilſt they 
openly profeſs the eſſential Doctrines of the 
Goſpel, relating to Faith and good Life: 
For Liberty of private Judgment, concern- 
* * and Error, is a natural Right 
which 
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which every Man is born with, as well 
as ſtrictly obliged to make the beſt Uſe 
of it: And nothing is more certain, 
than that Chriſtianity is the beſt natured, 
and moſt charitable Inſtitution, that the 
World ever knew. By this, we are 
plainly taught, that our whole Conver- 
ſation, both civil and religious, ſnould 
be ſeaſoned with Meekneſs, with Unity 
of Affections, and mutual Good-will; 
as becomes thoſe who are Fellow- Sub- 
jects of one ſupreme and rightful Sove- 
reign; who profeſs to be grounded on 
one common Foundation of Faith, and 
to wait for the ſame final Reward of 
Glory, from his Hands who is the ever- 
laſting Prince of Peace. A perfect Una- 
nimity in Opinion is, indeed, highly de- 
ſireable, as it would tend very much to 
promote the Honour and Intereſts of 


Religion : But, this is an Happineſs : 


never known in any Age, and, perhaps, 
never will be, unto the End of Time. 
Men of curious and inquiſitive Minds, 
have been always apt to ſearch deeply in- 
to thoſe Points which are obſcure, and 
to form ſuch Speculations of their own, 
as they think moſt agreeable to Reaſon 
and Truth: Though it has often hap- 
pened, that, by their too curious In- 
dea vor to explain and illuſtrate the 
C- Sacred 
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Sacred Text, they have rendered it more 


intricate than it is in itſelf, and raiſed a 


Cloud of Difficulties, where there were 
none before. And having gone thus far, 
they could not be ſatisfied without im- 
parting to others their favourite Notions: 
So that, from a Difference of Senti- 
ments, various Controverſies have na- 
turally, and, as it were, neceſſarily fol- 
owed. Now, when theſe are managed 
with Temper and Fairneſs, ſo as 10 pre- 


| ſerve the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond 


of Peace, no Man can reaſonably take 
Offence, or think himſelf injured there- 
by; unleis he ſhould be ſo vainly opini- 
onated, as to impoſe his own Reaſon, or 
vhat he eſteems ſuch, for a Standard to 


| he Faith and Reaſon of other Men. 


n this Caſe, that univerſal Law of Na- 
ure, revived and inforced by our Bleſſed 
aviour — fo do unto Others, as we would 


ave them do to Us—ought certainly to 


ake Place. Therefore, any one of Candor 
nd Fairneſs will be content, that ano- 


her ſhould indeavour to convince him 


f any ſuppoſed. Error, by Reaſon and 
olid Argument, becauſe he would do 
he ſame himſelf : But then, inſtead of 
arguments, he would not be treated 


- -ith+ bitter. Invectives, and uncharitable 
eproaches,. For, ſince it is not in the 


Power 
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Power of any Man to alter the Laws of 
Nature, by putting a Force upon his 
| own Conſcience, ſo as to believe what 


another would have him, againſt his 
private Judgment; we muſt not indea- 
vour to convince him by unkind Uſage, 
and much leſs, by any tareatning or vio- 
| | lent Means. For, beſide the Improba- 
bility of ſucceeding by ſuch Methods as 
we ſhould think very unreaſonable in 
our own Caſe,. the great Judge of Man- 
kind has forbid us to uſurp his Preroga- 
tive, by being forward to judge others; 
and has obliged us to think and hope of 
them, according to the Rules of Chri- 
ſian Charity; leaving both their Prin- 
ciples and Actions to his righteous Judg- 
ment, who perfectly knows the Hearts 
of all Men. 


This brings me to the rhird Propo- 
tion; namely, | b 
Dat no Pretence of Zeal for God, or 
1 For the Honour and Intereſt of Religion, 
To ran juſtify any Methods deſtructive to the 
. Lives or Liberties of Mankind, for Mat- 
fers purely relating to Faith and Con- 
ference," e 0154-410 
Doubtleſs, thoſe miſtaken Diſciples of 


the meek and merciful Saviour thought, 
ö C 2 that 
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that they had good Reaſon for their 
angry Reſentment againſt the Inhabitants 
of that Samaritan Village, upon a double 
Account; as they were Apoſtates from 
the true Religion eſtabliſhed by God 
himſelf, and had ſet up another Temple 
on Mount Gerizim, in Oppoſition to 
that at Jeruſalem, which was by ſpecial 
divine Appointment; and likewiſe, as 
they had broken the common Rules of 
Hoſpitality, and, in a very indecent 
-Manner, affronted both them and their 
Maſter. But be, who was both Wiſdom 
and Truth, convinced them, that fhey 
knew not what Manner of Spirit they 
vere acted by; and inforced it with this 
ſtrong Argument, that he Son. of. Man 
was not come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but 
to ſave them. Had they then thoroughly 
underſtood, or duly conſidered the gra- 
cious Deſign of the Goſpel; it would 
have inſpired them with much kinder 
Sentiments : And, if they had remem- 
bered the great Evangelical Law of Cha- | 
rity, with the Duty of forgiving Inju- | 
ries, and requiting them with Kindneſs, 
or doing Good againſt Evil, which had 
been ſo often inculcated by their divine 
Lawgiver; they would have found no 
Room for Retaliation, or for any 
Thoughts of revenging perſonal * 
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and Affronts. The whole Weight of 


any plauſible Plea for Perſecution, and 
for inflicting any Kind of Penalties upon 
Men, on the Account of Religion, 
which ſome are pleaſed to call wwhol/ome 
Severities, muſt be thrown upon a Pre- 
tence of Zeal for the Honour and Wor- 
5 of God. And, it is upon this Prin- 
ciple only, that the Doctrine of extir- 
ating Hereticks, confiſcating their 

ſtates, and deſtroying their Bodies for 
the Good of their Souls, can plead the 
leaſt Colour of Reaſon for its Support. 
Such wretched Blindneſs and groſs Infa- 
tuation has long prevailed, and even yet 
continues in a very corrupt and apoſtate 
Religion, which has, for many Ages, 
made a glaring Figure in a great Part 
of the Chriſtian World: A Religion 
founded in Ignorance, nouriſhed up in 
blind Superſtition, and ſupported by Sla- 
very: A Religion full of Contradictions, 
and of the groſſeſt Abſurdities; which 
deals with all its miſerable and unthink- 
ing Votaries, as the Pbiliſtines did with 
their Captive Hebrews ; firſt puts out their 
Eyes, and then conſigns them over to the 
perpetual Drudgery of grinding at their 
Mill: In one Word, a Religion which 
debars Men the Uſe of their own Reaſon 
and private Judgment, in Matters of the 
| higheſt 


— 
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higheſt Importance; by injoining, un- 
der the ſevereſt Penalties, an implicit 
Faith and Obedience, without the Liberty 
of Examination. But we, whom the purer 


Light of the Goſpel, like the Day- Spring 


from on high, has viſited by the happ 
Reformation, have not ſo learned C500. 
as to fruſtrate the End of his Manifeſta- 
tion on Earth. So far as we have any 
due Regard to the Doctrine and Example 
of him who was the Prince of Peace, 
and the compaſſionate Saviour of Man- 
kind, we cannot but be convinced, that 
the Honour of God will be beſt promo- 
ted by imitating him in his univerſal 
Goodneſs and ray: ; Who, with an 
undiſtinguiſhing Hand, diſtributes his 
common Benefits to, the World : And, 
that the Honour of Religion will be beſt 
advanced and ſecured, by anſwering the 
bleſſed Deſign of it; which was, to 
bring Ghry to God in the Higheſt, b 

eſtabliſhing Peace on Earth, and Good. 
will both towards, and _— Men. 
Since our Saviour has fully aſſured us, 


that the merciful End of his Coming in- 
to the World, and of that holy Religion 
Which he has planted in it, was not to 
deſtroy, but to ſave the Lives of Men; 
there can be no higher Indignity offered 
to God, nor any greater Contempt ſhewn 
; | to 
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to the glprious Author and Pattern of the 
Chriſtin Religion, than, by inveterate 
Rancour and Narrowneſs of Spirit, to 
pervert the gracious and reconciling De- 
ſign of it) and to make that heavenly 
Doctrine, which was intended to ſave the 
Souls of Men, and to ſecure their true 
Happineſs in both Worlds, the chief 
Means or Inſtrument to deſtroy them. 
The ſharp Rebuke which he gave to that 
miſtaken Zeal of his Diſciples, together 
with the Reaſon by which he inforced it, 
will hold equally ſtrong againſt all Me- 
thods of propagating Religion, which 
are any Ways hurtful and injurious to 
Men in their common Rights and Li- 
berties, or in their Character and Repu- 
tation; as well as againſt the Deſtroying 
of them in their Perſons, by any of the 
Hardſhips of Exile or Impriſonment, or 


by the ſhorter Way of Fire or Sword. . 


For the Son of God, who was the bleſſed 
Miniſter, as well as the Mediator of 
Peace, came no more to injure or abuſe 
Men in any of their Properties, or in 
their common Stations of Life, than he 
did to deſtroy them: On the contrary, 
the Precepts of that excellent and moſt 
perfect Religion which he has inſtituted, 
are ſo far from disfranchiſing or diveſting 
them either of cheir natural or civil Rights. 

as 


— 


| 
| 


as Men, and as Members of the publick 
or political Body; that they have fixed 
the ſtrongeſt Barrier in the World, for 
the Security of theſe, upon the beſt and 
ſureſt Foundation of Peace and Love. 
Tis, therefore, moſt certain, that there 
can be no greater Diſparagement to Chri- | | 


| 
| 

| : 
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| 


ſtianity, than to imagine that there is any 
Thing in it which tends to inſlave Man- 
kind; or to promote their ſpiritual Good, 
as Chriſtians, by deſtroying or weaken- 
ing the neceſſary Means of their tempo- 
ral Safety and Happineſs, as Men. And 
if ſo, then we may be aſſured, from the 
ſtrongeſt Reaſoning, that all ſanguinary 
Laws, and the ſetting up Courts of In- 
quiſition, either for the torturing or ter- 
rifying of any Perſons, upon the account 
of Religion, though it be under a Pre- 
tence of ſaving their Souls, is utterly in- 
conſiſtent with the Doctrine of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the groſſeſt Violation of that 
moſt pure and peaceable Religion which 
| he has taught. 3 
=. And now, having indeavoured to free 
; this controverted Text from the falſe and 
perverted Senſe, ' which too many, of 
rigid and uncharitable Principles, have 
put upon it; by ſhewing, that the Com- 
pulſion here intended, is no other than 
ſuch perſuaſive and earneſt Reaſoning as 
a een ee 15 
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is perfectly agreeable with the Nature of 
moral Agents, and with the Liberty of the 
human Will ; I would beg Leave to con- 
clude with two or three plain and rational 
Inferences from the general Scope of what 


has been ſaid. 


And, Firſt, it may be reaſonably in- 
ferred, SEP 

That mutual Kindneſs, Forbearance and 
Charity, among Chriſtians, are every Way 
conſiſtent with a Diverſity in Opinion. 


'T'was an ancient and very juſt Obſerya- 
tion, that Opinionum Varietas, et opinan- 
tium Unitas non ' ſunt 4o gale: And this 


exactly anſwers to that apoſtolick Rule 


with all Meekneſs forbearing one another in 
Love. As we have, upon the moſt juſti- 
fiable Grounds, diſclaimed the pretended 
Infallibility of the Romiſb Church, it is 
but reaſonable and decent, that we ſhould 
avoid all Approaches towards it in our 
ſelves, We now know many Things ut 
in part'—and muſt confeſs, that our 
higheſt Actainments are imperfect: There- 
fore, it behoves us to leave ſome of the 
Fvorale, contained in the ſacred Writings, 


for a clearer Solution in the unclouded 


** 5 A 
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Light of the other World. As we think 
our ſelves in the Right, and thoſe who 
differ from us, in the Wrong ; they, 
doubtleſs, think the ſame both of them- 
ſelves and us: And where is there on 
Earth an infallible Judge, ſufficiently au- 
thoriz'd to decide the Controverſy ? Bur, 
there is a Time coming, when all theſe 
Difficulties ſhall be cleared up, and placed 
in a true Light, to the infinite Satisfaction 
of every One: A Time, when all Miſtakes 
ſhall be eternally rectified, and the un- 
happy Prejudices now ariſing from Diffe- 
rences in Opinion, among thoſe who truly 
believe and obey the Goſpel, ſhall be ſwal- 
lowed up in holy Tranſports of the pureſt 
Charity; and in joining, with one Heart 
.and Mouth, to celebrate the Praiſes of 
their common Redeemer and Saviour. 
Since they all profeſs to aim at the ſame 
bleſſed End, and by the ſame appointed 
Means of attaining it; nothing can be 
more needful at preſent, than that ſeaſon- 
able Caution of Foſeph to his Brethren, — 
fee that ye fall not out by the Way. | 
Secondly, We may infer, 19201 
How much it is our Duty and Intereſt, 

to imbrace, with an obedient Thankfulneſs, - 
tte kind and gracious Offers of Salvation, 

contained in the Goſpel, Ms wal 
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This is a Doctrine perfectly agreeable 
to the infinite Wiſdom, Mercy and Good- 
neſs of God; and to the Miſeries, Wants, 
Imperfections, and even to the moſt exalted 
Wiſhes of reaſonable Creatures. It has 
revealed to us much more than the Light 
of Nature, or the Moſaical Inſtitution, 
could ever have done, concerning the in- 
comprehenſible Eſſence and glorious At- 
tributes of the ſupreme Being, and his 
great Readineſs to beſtow Pardon „ Peace, 
Reconciliation and eternal Happineſs, on 
Mankind, under the moſt mild and mer- 
ciful Conditions, not only practicable, 
but eaſy and pleaſant in themſelves. It 
is a Doctrine founded in Love and Pity, 
full of Condeſcenſion and Goodneſs, and 
of the ſweeteſt Incouragement and Hope ; 
ſuited ro the preſent Frailties and Infir- 
mities, which attend the Fallen-State of 
human Nature, and in every Reſpe&t | 
worthy of the infinite and adorable Per- 
fections of its divine Author. Hereby, 
we are taught and inabled to ſubdue our 
irregular Appetites and Paſſions; and, 
in obeying the Precepts of our bleſſed 
Lawgiver, are incouraged to approach 
the Throne of divine Grace, in a full 
Aſſurance of obtaining Mercy, and find- 
ing Grace to help in Time of Need. 
But if, after all theſe amazing Inſtances 
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of the divine Goodneſs, Men will perfiſt 
in a contemptuous Disbelief, or a careleſs 
Neglect of thoſe heavenly Doctrines and 
Rules of Life, which are ſo clearly re- 
vealed and injoined them, for their ſure 
Guidance in the Way to eternal Happi- 
neſs; then all thoſe invaluable Advan- 
tages will not only be loſt upon them, - 
but will unavoidably add a much hea- 
vier Weight to their Condemnation ; and 


render their Puniſhment more inſup- 


portable than that of the greateſt Sin- 
ners among the Heathen World, who 
never injoyed any other Means of Di- 
vine Knowledge than the Light and Law 


of Nature. 


Laſily, From what has been ſaid upon 
this Subject, it may be farther infer- 
red, 13 
That a meek and charitable Temper 1s 
the nobleſt Ornament of Religion, and great- 
ly tends to the general Quiet and Hap- 


{neſs of the World. 


If a Man is ſound in Matters of Faith, 
ſtrict in publick Devotions, and skilful 
in all the controverted Points of Religi- 
on; yet, if he is rigidly cenſorious and 
uncharitable towards his Fellow-Chri- 
ſtians, merely becauſe they cannot think, 
in 
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in every Thing, like himſelf; he tarniſhes 
all his other commendable Qualities, acts 
contrary to the univerſal Law of Na- 
ture, obſtructs the reconciling Deſign of 
the Goſpel, and bears the Name of a 
Chriſtian to his greater Condemnation. 
For, thoſe unhappy Differences in Opi- 
nion, about Matters of little Moment to 
the Eſſence and Ends of Religion, which 
have prevailed too much in every Age 
among Chriſtians, otherwiſe good and 
pious, can be no juſtifiable Ground either 
for Separation, or a Breach of Charity, 
and of Communion with each other. 


Such were the noble and healing Sen- 


timents of St. Paul, during thoſe warm 
Diſputes between the JFeuiſb and Gen- 
tile Converts, when he gave that excel- 
lent Advice to the contending Parties 
Wherefore receive ye one another, as Chriſt 
alſo hath received us, to the Glory of 
God. The Almighty and infinitely Gra- 
cious Being has, by the Prophet Micab, 
expreſſed ſo great a Regard to the moral 
Duties of Religion, that he has, iff a 
comparative Senſe, ſumed up the Whole 
of it in this general Precept. To do juſt- 
ly, to love Mercy, and to walk bumbl 
r bim. Theſe are Virtues whi 


e Rom. XV. 7. 1 
eminently 
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eminently adorn and recommend the 
Goſpel of. our Lord and Saviour ; ſo as' 
to make it appear amiable in the Eyes 
of many who are, in other Reſpects, 
not much. acquainted with its Power 
and Efficacy. If its greateſt Enemies 
would ſpeak the Truth, they muſt in- 
genuouſly confeſs, that no other Reli- 
gion is comparable to it; none ever 
laid ſo true a Foundation for the tem- 
poral, as well as the eternal Happi- 
neſs of Mankind. For, if the Precepts 
of this holy Inſtitution, which are every 
Way agreeable. ro the Light of Nature, 
and to the pureſt Reaſon, were univer- 
ſally received and obeyed, there would be 
no need of human Laws, either for the 
Defence of Property, or preſerving the 
true Quigt, and the orderly Govern- 
ment of the World: Equity, Truth and 
Faithfulneſs, would be an indifloluble 
Bond to civil, as well as religious Soci- 

z and the Happineſs of every one 
would be improved and heightened by 


* . betig common. After we have ſpent 


never ſo much Time in purſuing the vain 
Amuſements of this Life, or in cheriſh- 
ing a miſguided Zeal for the Defence of 
ſome- particular Notions in Religion ; 
none are ſo truly happy as they who have 
made it. their conſtant Care to imitate 
WH: T7ow | | the 
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the divine Benignity and Goodneſs : ” 


Who have conformed themſelves to the 


holy Rules both of natural and revealed 


Religion; and, in their general Con- 
duct, have ſincerely indeavoured to keep 
a Conſetence void , OffenceQowards God 
and Men The true Satisfaltion ariling 
from a faithful Diſcharge o their” Du- 
ty, will be a Counterbalance Yorgall the 
Troubles and, "} of thi rtal 
State: And, w ey come tò leave 
the World, they cloſe up a ſhorr, 
but well- IE, in Tranquillity and 
Peace ; te happily removed from 


all the Qpanges of Time and tranſitory 
g_ thoſe purer Regions above, 


he Power o Hoful Paſſions 
Appetites, and Eorrygs Affect 
ſhall eternal the Riches 
divine Gad through 
Chriſt. A! Ste of perfect Harmony! 
and Concord! Where all partial, Judg- 
ment, Animoſity and Prejudice, ſhall 


come into Remembrance no more: 


Where Wiſdom, Truth and Faithful- 
neſs, are the everlaſting Entertainment, 


and all rejoice in mutual Love: In a 


Word, 


E 
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Word, where perfect Holineſs, and pere 
e ſhall abide for ever. 7 „ 


To which | ge Stax, God Almighty. 
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